Controversies on the role of bone marrow transplantation for patients with hematopoietic malignancies.
Over the past decade, bone marrow transplantation has evolved as a treatment modality for patients with hematopoietic malignancies and for patients with responsive solid tumors. In this paper, I review (a) the indications for marrow transplantation, with emphasis on patients with hematopoietic malignancies, including acute and chronic leukemias and lymphomas; (b) the role of the donor, including the rapid expansion of compatible volunteer donors; (c) the role and design of preparative regimens; (d) the procurement of bone marrow, including marrow purging and T-cell depletion, and (e) the care of the transplant patient, including a discussion of the more commonly occurring complications.